English Bible Exam

Evangel Presbytery

Presbyterian Church in America

1.
The exam will consist of questions selected from the following study guide.

2.  
There will be 100 content questions from Parts 1-4, four short-answer questions from Part 5, and one essay question from Part 6.

3.  
The 100 content questions will count ½ point each.  The four short-answer questions will count 5 points each.  And the essay question will count 30 points.

4.  
The overall passing grade is 85%; however, candidates must get a minimum of 50% in each section.
5.  
Your proctor will be sent an answer sheet listing the selected questions as well as a copy of this study guide.

6. 
No books or notes of any kind are allowed in the exam.  You are to have a clean copy of the study guide, the answer sheet, lined paper for the short answers and essay, and a pen or pencil.
7.  
Write all your answers on the answer sheet and your short answers and essay on lined paper.  
8.  
Your proctor should return your answer sheet to the Credentials Committee.  He does not need to return the study guide.

9.  
If you fail the exam, you may retake it once before the nearest meeting of the Credentials Committee only if you submitted the first exam at least six weeks before the quarterly meeting of the Credentials Committee.

10.  
If you fail a second time, you must wait until the following quarterly meeting of the Credentials Committee to retake the exam.
2008 edition

Part 1:  Book & Chapter Identification

Thirty-two of the following will be selected randomly for the written exam.

1. Creation of woman from man’s rib

2. Cultural mandate

3. Fall of man

4. Proto-evangel promise

5. Flood

6. Call of Abraham

7. Institution of circumcision

8. Offering of Isaac

9. Jacob wrestling with the angel

10. Moses and the burning bush  

11. Institution of Passover

12. Ten commandments
13. Golden calf

14. Bronze serpent

15. The Shema

16. Rahab sheltering the spies

17. Saul anointed king

18. David and Goliath

19. Death of Saul

20. God’s covenant with David

21. David’s adultery with Bathsheba

22. Elijah on Mt. Carmel
23. “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

24. “His delight is in the law of the Lord and in His law he meditates day and night.”

25. “You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

26. “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.”

27. “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”

28. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from saving me?”

29. “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

30. “But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I nearly lost my foothold.  

For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”

31. “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations . . . 

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”

32. “Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us, and we are his . . .

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.”

33. “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

34. “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light for my path.”

35. “I lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from?”

36. “By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept.”

37. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,

but fools despise wisdom and discipline.”

38. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your own understanding.”

39. Portrait of the godly woman or excellent wife

40. “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven.”

41. “Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord.

Though your sins are like scarlet . . .”

42. “Woe is me!” I cried.  “I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips,

and I live among a people of unclean lips . . .”

43. “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son.”

44. “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.”

45. “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”

46. “They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,

they will walk and not be faint.”

47. “We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.”

48. “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call on him while he is near:

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the evil man his thoughts.”

49. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?”

50. “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”

51. “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you;

I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

52. Valley of dry bones  
53. “Son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.”  (OT prophet)

54. “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.”

55. “But you,  Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah.”

56. “He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?”

57. “But the righteous will live by his faith.”  (OT prophet)

58. “See your king comes to you righteous and having salvation,

gentle and riding on a donkey.”  (OT prophet)

59. “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah

before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.”

60. Two genealogies of Jesus

61. Visit of the Magi

62. Shepherds and angels
63. “In the beginning was the Word.”

64. Birth of John the Baptist

65. Beatitudes

66. Lord’s prayer

67. “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault,

just between the two of you.”

68. “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

69. Peter’s confession of Christ

70. Jesus on divorce

71. Jesus on the first and second greatest commandments

72. “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars.”

73. Son of Man separating the sheep from the goats

74. Great commission

75. Parable of the sower

76. Parable of the good Samaritan

77. Water into wine

78. Nicodemus visiting Jesus at night

79. “I am the bread of life.”

80. “I am the good shepherd.”

81. “I am the resurrection and the life.”

82. “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”

83. “I am the vine, you are the branches.”

84. “A new commandment I give to you:  Love on another.”

85. High priestly prayer
86. “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”

87. “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,

and to the ends of the earth.”

88. “The promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off—

for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

89. Choosing of first deacons

90. “When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord;

and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”

91. Jerusalem general assembly

92. “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved—you and your household.”

93. “The righteous will live by faith.”  (NT epistles)

94. Paul on general revelation

95. Paul on homosexuality

96. “There is no one righteous, not even one.”

97. “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

98. “What I want to do I do no do but what I hate I do.”

99. “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

100. “What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?  Not at all!”

101. “And so all Israel will be saved.”

102. Governing authorities given the power of the sword

103. Paul on church discipline, excommunication

104. Paul on lawsuits among believers

105. Paul’s instructions on the Lord’s supper

106. Paul on prophecy and tongues

107. “Where, O death is your victory?  Where, O death is your sting?”

108. Paul on giving

109. Fruit of the Spirit

110. “In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him . . .”

111. “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith . . .”

112. “Wives submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”

113. Armor of God

114. “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion . . .”

115. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow . . .”

116. “Do not be anxious about anything . . .”

117. “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”

118. “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep . . .”

119. Man of lawlessness

120. Qualifications for elders and deacons

121. “The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”

122. “All Scripture is God-breathed . . .”

123. “Preach the Word.”

124. “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times

 and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.”

125. “Faith without deeds is useless.”

126. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,

a people belonging to God.”

127. “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.”

128. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins.”

129. God is love.

130. Seven churches of Asia

131. Wedding supper of the Lamb

132. Millenium

133. Two passages on the inspiration of Scripture

134. Two passages on God’s sovereignty

135. Two passages on the deity of Christ  

136. Two passages on total depravity

137. Two passages on predestination and unconditional election

138. Two passages on limited atonement

139. Two passages on irresistible grace

140. Two passages on perseverance

141. Two passages on justification

142. Two passages on death and resurrection

143. Two passages on the church as the new Israel

144. Two passages on the charismatic gifts

145. Two passages on baptism

146. Two passages on marriage

147. Two passages on divorce and remarriage

148. Two passages on homosexuality

149. Two passages on depression

150. Two passages on money

Part 2:  People

Thirty-two of the following will be selected randomly for the written exam.

1. Adam’s three sons

2. Oldest man

3. Walked with God, then he was no more

4. Noah’s three sons

5. Noah’s cursed grandson

6. Abraham’s father

7. Abraham’s nephew

8. King of Salem

9. Sarah’s Egyptian maidservant

10. Abraham’s first son

11. Lot’s two grandsons

12. Isaac’s wife

13. Isaac’s hairy son

14. Laban’s two daughters

15. Jacob’s two wives and two concubines

16. Jacob’s first son

17. Jacob’s second son

18. Jacob’s third son

19. Jacob’s fourth son

20. Jacob’s two sons by Rachel

21. Joseph’s full brother

22. Leah’s daughter
23. Joseph’s Egyptian master

24. Joseph’s two sons

25. Said, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.”

26. “The scepter will not depart from . . .”

27. Moses’ sister

28. Moses’ brother

29. Moses’ wife

30. Moses’ father-in-law

31. Two tabernacle craftsmen

32. Aaron’s sons who offered strange fire

33. Aaron’s son who succeeded him as high priest

34. Two faithful spies

35. King of Heshbon, defeated by Moses

36. King of Bashan, defeated by Moses

37. Prophet summoned by Balak to curse Israel

38. Son of Nun, succeeded Moses

39. Prostitute who hid the spies

40. Man whose sin led to defeat at Ai

41. “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

42. Left-handed judge

43. Prophetess who encouraged Barak

44. Woman who killed Sisera

45. Judge who set out the fleece

46. Judge who made the rash vow

47. Samson’s mistress

48. Ruth’s mother-in-law

49. Said, “Your people will be my people, your God my God.”

50. Ruth and Boaz’ son, grandson, and great-grandson

51. Last judge

52. Samuel’s mother

53. Eli’s two sons

54. Israel’s first king

55. King Saul’s firstborn son

56. Youngest son of Jesse

57. Saul’s daughter, David’s wife

58. Abigail’s first and second husbands

59. The commander of David’s army

60. Saul’s son who succeeded him briefly

61. Saul’s son who ate at David’s table

62. Bathsheba’s first husband

63. Prophet who rebuked David

64. David’s son who raped his sister and was later murdered

65. David’s son who led a rebellion and was killed

66. David’s son who had himself wrongly crowned king

67. David’s son who succeeded him as king

68. King of Tyre who supplied Solomon with material for the temple

69. She came from the South to test Solomon with hard questions

70. King under whom Israel and Judah were divided

71. Man who led rebellion of the ten northern tribes

72. King of Judah whose feet became diseased

73. King of Israel who introduced Baal worship

74. Tishbite prophet

75. Ahab’s queen

76. Vineyard owner murdered by Ahab and Jezebel

77. Prophet taken up in a fiery chariot

78. Elijah’s successor

79. Elisha’s servant

80. Commander of Aram, healed by washing in Jordan

81. King of Israel who destroyed the house of Ahab

82. Queen of Judah who murdered all rivals to the throne

83. First boy king of Judah who repaired the temple

84. King of Judah struck with leprosy

85. King of Assyria who captured Samaria and deported the Israelites

86. King of Judah threatened by and delivered from Sennacherib

87. King of Judah whose famous Jerusalem tunnel bears his name

88. Most evil king of Judah who repented and was restored

89. Second boy king of Judah who repaired the temple

90. Last king of Judah, captured by Babylonians

91. Babylonian king who destroyed Jerusalem

92. Persian king who gave the first order for the return

93. First Jewish leader of the returnees, began work on temple

94. Jewish leader of the returnees who was a teacher of the law

95. Jewish leader of the returnees who was a cupbearer to Artaxerxes

96. Jewish leader of returnees who completed the wall around Jerusalem

97. Said, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down."

98. Esther’s uncle

99. Archenemy of Jews, outwitted by Esther

100. Most prolific Psalm writer besides David

101. Four kings of Judah during whose reigns Isaiah prophesied

102. King to whom Isaiah gave the “virgin with child” prophecy

103. King to whom Isaiah gave encouragement during Sennacherib’s siege

104. Prophet who said, “I do not know how to speak, I am only a child.”

105. Jeremiah’s scribe

106. Prophet thrown into cistern

107. Prophet who wrote Lamentations

108. Two exilic prophets

109. Two Babylonian kings in whose courts Daniel served

110. Median king in whose court Daniel served

111. Prophet whose own troubled marriage was symbolic of Israel

112. Hosea’s wife

113. Prophet who compared the day of the Lord to a locust swarm

114. Shepherd prophet from Tekoa

115. Prophet who condemned Edom

116. Prophet who went to Nineveh at God’s command

117. Prophet whose whole book prophesies woe to Nineveh

118. Prophet who was horrified by God’s use of the Babylonians for judgment

119. Three post-exilic prophets

120. John the Baptist’s father and mother

121. Cousin of Mary the mother of Jesus

122. Herod who murdered the Bethlehem babies

123. Herod who beheaded John the Baptist

124. Herod who executed James the brother of John

125. Two sons of Zebedee

126. Peter’s brother

127. Disciple who left his a tax collector’s booth

128. Disciple who was treasurer for the twelve

129. Three people Jesus raised from the dead

130. Lazarus’ two sisters

131. Disciple who denied Jesus three times

132. Disciple who betrayed Jesus with a kiss

133. Disciple whom Jesus loved

134. Disciple who doubted

135. Woman disciple out of whom Jesus had cast seven demons

136. Pharisee who came to Jesus at night

137. High priest at Jesus’ trial

138. Prisoner Pilate offered to release instead of Jesus

139. Man forced to carry Jesus’ cross

140. Man who took Jesus’ body and placed it in his own tomb

141. Man to whom Luke dedicated Luke and Acts

142. Apostle chosen to replace Judas

143. Preacher on the day of Pentecost

144. Husband and wife killed for lying to the Holy Spirit

145. First New Testament martyr

146. Man who whom Peter said, “May your money perish with you.”

147. Deacon who led Ethiopian eunuch to Christ  

148. Believer in Damascus who laid his hands on Saul to heal his blindness

149. Roman centurion who was converted by Peter’s ministry

150. Paul’s first missionary partner, the son of encouragement

151. Young man about whom Paul and Barnabas argued and parted company

152. His mother was a Jewess and his father was a Greek

153. Seller of purple cloth

154. Paul’s second missionary partner, with him in Philippian jail

155. Devout couple Paul met in Corinth who later discipled Apollos

156. First Roman governor who heard Paul’s case

157. Second Roman governor who heard Paul’s case

158. Said, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?”

159. Young minister on Crete

160. Apostle exiled to Patmos

Part 3:  Places & Dates

Ten of the following will be selected randomly for the written exam.

1. Mountain on which Noah’s ark rested

2. City of Abraham’s ancestors

3. City where Abraham lived when he was called by God

4. City that was the location of Abraham’s grave and David’s first capital

5. Place where Jacob saw the stairway to heaven

6. Nation where Israelites spent 400 years in slavery

7. Region where Moses fled after killing the Egyptian

8. Place where Israelites grumbled over the bitter water

9. Mountain where the law was given

10. Two nations bordering Israel on the east, descendants of Lot

11. Nation bordering Israel on the south, descendants of Esau

12. Nation to the west of Israel, on the coastal plain

13. Nation bordering Israel to the northeast, capital Damascus

14. Nation bordering Israel to the north

15. Mountain from which Moses saw the promised land

16. River that marks the border of Canaan

17. First city conquered by Joshua

18. City where Joshua suffered his first defeat

19. Northernmost city of Israel

20. Southernmost city of Israel

21. Philistine city of Goliath

22. Valley where David defeated Goliath

23. Stronghold of David in the wilderness

24. Mountain where King Saul and his sons died

25. Capital city of northern kingdom of Israel

26. Two cities in northern kingdom of Israel where golden calves worshipped

27. Mountain where Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal

28. Valley outside Jerusalem that is symbolic of hell

29. Capital city of Assyria

30. Capital city of Persia

31. Two great rivers of Mesopotamia

32. Tallest mountain in Israel

33. Hometown of Jesus

34. Town that was the center of Jesus’ Galilean ministry

35. Town where Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived

36. City to which Saul was traveling when he was converted

37. City where believers first called Christians

38. Approximate date of the call of Abraham

39. Approximate date of the Exodus

40. Approximate date of the reign of King David

41. Date of the fall of Northern kingdom

42. Date of the fall of Southern kingdom

43. Approximate date of the writing of Paul’s epistle to the Galatians

44. Approximate date of the writing of the Gospel of John

45. Date of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus

Part 4:  Lists
All of the following twenty-six items will be on the written exam.

List the Ten Commandments in order (abbreviated form).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Identify the content of each chapter of Romans

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
Part 5:  Short Answer

Four of the following will be selected for the written exam (two from each section).
Answer with one well-developed paragraph

Explain the redemptive significance of this event and how it foreshadows the person and work of Christ:

1.  Noah and the flood, Genesis 6-8

2.  Abraham meeting Melchizedek, Genesis 14

3.  Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac, Genesis 22

4.  Water from the rock, Exodus 17

5.  Bronze serpent, Numbers 21

6.  David and Goliath, 1 Samuel 17

7.  Queen of Sheba visiting Solomon, 2 Chronicles 9

8.  Jonah in the fish, Jonah 1 & 2

Explain the redemptive significance of this event in the life of Christ and how it is foreshadowed in the Old Testament:
9.  His birth in Bethlehem

10.  His announcement by John the Baptist

11.  His baptism

12.  His temptation

13.  His feeding the 5,000

14.  His teaching by parables

15.  His triumphal entry

16.  His betrayal

Part 6:  Essay

One of the following will be selected for the written exam.

Answer with an essay of at least five paragraphs.  Remember that this is a test of your English Bible knowledge, so it is important to refer to specific passages in support of your argument.

1.  Show the outworking of the doctrine of providence in the life of Joseph and apply to pastoral ministry.
2.  Show the effects of David’s sin with Bathsheba on his personal and family life and apply to pastoral ministry.

3.  Identify the sins of Israel that led to God’s judgment in the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.  Show how these sins are present in the church throughout the New Testament age, including today’s church.  

4.  Explain the distinct purposes of the three major Levitical sacrifices (sin offering, whole burnt offering, and fellowship offering) and the implications for corporate worship in the New Testament church.

5.  Identify the common and distinctive soteriological features of God’s covenants with Abraham, Moses, and David.

6.  Argue for or against this proposition:  Since Pentecost, believers have a more personal experience with the Holy Spirit than they had before Pentecost.  

7.  Trace the theme of the new heavens and new earth through both Testaments and note the implications for a biblical world and life view.

8.  Trace the theme and significance of the covenant meal through Scripture including important passages such as Exodus 24 and Revelation 19.  Draw an analogy between covenant meals and wedding banquets.

9.  The Confession (18:4) talks about “God’s withdrawing the light of his countenance”.  Trace this theme in the Scriptures.

10.  The humiliation-exaltation theme is prominent in the Bible.  Trace this through both Testaments, including the life of Jesus, and apply to pastoral ministry.
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